
Minutes of the first AGM of the Emsworth Forum held at the Emsworth 
Community Centre at 10.00 am on 31st May 2014 
 
Present:   Stephanie Elsy   

  David Gillespie  
  Lorraine Clode 
  Chris Hooper 
  Mike Bateman 

Chris Clode 
Charles Ashe 
Giles Babb 
Steve Leniston 
Jill Millar 
Peter Tier 
Jean Tier 
Jenny Bateman 
John McDougall 
Karen McDougall 
Brian Foster 
Ruth Foster 
and approx. 40 other Forum members 

 

Apologies: Brendan Gibb-Gray  

  Colin Mackey  
  Alistair Gibson 
  Jo Dyer 

Guy Elgood  
Gill Clarke 

  Sarah Gilroy 
Christine Armitage 
Julia Murphy 
Lawrence Murphy 
Makaela Papworth 
Doug Outram 
Sally Outram 
Ron Burns 
Pam Burns 
Len Willie 
Cherry Jacobs 
Jamie Barr 
 

1 Welcome 
The interim chair, Stephanie Elsy welcomed members to the meeting and 
outlined the development of the Forum to date.  Formal designation by 
Havant Borough Council was awaited in July.  Cllr Mike Cheshire 
welcomed members to the meeting and emphasised the support which 
the initiative had from the Council provided that the activities which the 
Forum proposed to undertake had the full democratic support of the 
Emsworth community. 
 

2 Election of Forum Management Committee 
The following had been proposed and were elected unopposed: 



Stephanie Elsy  Chair 
Lorraine Clode  Vice-Chair 
Chris Hooper  Vice-Chair 
Mike Bateman  Secretary 
David Gillespie  Treasurer 
 
No nominations for the post of Membership Secretary had been received.  
The Management Committee would also have as members the leaders of 
each of the working groups, who would be identified shortly once the 
groups began their work. 
 

3 Local planning framework 
Lucy Howard (HBC) explained the place that neighbourhood plans have in 
the statutory planning framework.  Drawing on examples from Arundel, 
Southbourne and Denmead, she demonstrated that the context of a 
neighbourhood plan  depended very much on what the local community 
wished to include, although it was important that the plan conform to 
planning policies set out in the Local Plan and the housing allocations 
policy. 
 

4 Treasurer’s report 
The report from the Treasurer was tabled.  Income to date had been 
£708, with actual and committed expenditure of  £600, leaving an 
available current balance of £108.  Income had thus far come in the form 
of generous donations from members. 
 
In answer to questions it was pointed out that the total cost of the 
neighbourhood planning exercise in other locations had been of the order 
of £15,000-20,000.  Some support might be available from central 
government sources, but the Forum would also need to raise its own 
funds. 
 

5 Emsworth Design Panel 
Tom Davies outlined the work of the Emsworth Design Panel in offering 
advice to the local planning authority on design quality matters.   It was 
clear that the existence of such a panel was an important driver for 
higher quality design by developers and others in the town 
 

6 Emsworth Flood Action Group 
Chris Clode outlined the work of the flood action group and the measures 
which had been achieved to mitigate flood risk in the town.  Flooding 
came from a number of sources – fluvial, coastal and surface water – with 
different agencies responsible for each one.  Working together was 
important to ensure that projects could be delivered.  Whilst it would 
never be possible to eliminate flood risk, significant steps were being 
taken to reduce risk. 
 



7 Children’s Art Competition 
The winners were announced of the children’s art competition, the 
entries for which were on display.   
 

8 Open Forum session 
Members were invited to post their ideas on a variety of aspects of life in 
Emsworth.  These contributions will form an important basis for the 
development of the neighbourhood plan. 
 

9 Closing remarks 
Before inviting members to participate in the Open Forum session, the 
Chair warmly thanked members for their attendance and their 
participation.   Further details will be circulated outlining the part which 
all members can play n the development of the neighbourhood plan. 
 

The meeting closed at 12.45 pm 
 

 
 


